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the work, observation, reduction, combination, and superintendence 
of printing, appears to have been done by Mr. Rumker himself; 
the preparation of the star-constants only, with some other minor 
parts of the calculations, being due to his friends Messrs. Weyer 
and Funk. 

In my estimate of the value of this Catalogue, it is no small 
merit that, though intended to supply the defects in the extent of 
other works and thus to make a symmetrical whole, it has not 
made a symmetry of imperfections it has furnished; as supplement 
to two very incomplete publications, one of the most finished 
pictures of a large portion of the heavens which Astronomy 
possesses. It is also important that, while on the one hand, it 
possesses all the compactness of an epitomised Catalogue, on the' 
other hand it furnishes in every case, in which it appears probable 
that the speculator on proper motions will require them, all the 
necessary details of individual observations. The annexation to 
the star’s places of the constants for daily reduction, is an im¬ 
provement which up to this time had been confined (so far as I am 
aware) to British Catalogues. 

Had this Catalogue proceeded from an Observatory of which 
the personal establishment was charged with no other labours, we 
should have considered it as a highly meritorious work. The 
understood restriction on the disposal of our Medal would probably 
have prevented us from bestowing on it that last mark of our 
respect, but we'should in our public report have alluded to it as 
one of the most admirable astronomical undertakings of its time. 
What, then, shall we say to this work in the circumstances under 
which it has reached us ? It has come, the voluntary enterprise of an 
individual, who could not, by any construction of his connexion 
with the Hamburgh Observatory, be supposed to owe to the world 
a hundredth part of the labour which it has cost. It is the fruit of 
observations made in the watches of night, and calculations made 
in the leisure hours of the day, by a person who would seem, to 
vulgar eyes, to be engrossed to the limits of human endurance by 
an onerous professional office. Well may we consider it as a 
remarkable instance of voluntary labour, undertaken under 
difficult circumstances, not for public display, but as an aid to 
science, and skilfully and steadily directed to that purpose alone, 

I am confident that the award of the Council is supported by the 
approval of every member of this Society, and I will now place the 
Medal in the hands of our Foreign Secretary with a request that 
he will transmit it to Mr. Rumker. 

The President then delivering the Medal to Mr, Hind , addressed 
him in the following terms :— 

Mr. Hind,— I request that, in the name of the President and 
Council of the Royal Astronomical Society, you will transmit this 
Medal to Mr. Charles Rumker, as awarded to him for his astro¬ 
nomical observations in general, and for his Catalogue of twelve 
thousand stars in particular. No one knows better than yourself 
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the importance of these works, and the labour of completing them, 
and no one can convey in more appropriate language the sense of 
the Society on Mr. Rumker’s claims to our respect. 

In expressing to Mr. Riimker our friendly wishes for his 
personal happiness, there is one topic which ought not, I think, to 
be entirely omitted. We may well suppose that after so many 
years of severe labour Mr. Riimker may now be disposed to rest 
from his astronomical exertions. But the name is still connected 
with the daily progress of astronomy; our own country has secured 
for the present the active services of one whose astronomical 
knowledge and scientific habits are due entirely to his training, 
and in whose success he cannot fail to feel the warmest interest. 
In presenting our official mark of respect to the father, present 
also our congratulations on the prospects of the son, and our hopes 
that the names of both may long be connected with the progress of 
the science which has united us all. 


The Meeting then proceeded to the election of the Officers and 
Council for the ensuing year, when the following Fellows were 
elected 

President: 

G. B. Airy, Esq. M.A. F.R.S. Astronomer Royal. 

Vice-Presidents: 

Arthur Kett Barclay, Esq. 

John Lee, Esq. LL.D. F.R.S. 

Rev. Robert Main, M.A. 

Admiral W. H. Smyth, K.S.F. D.C.L. F.R.S. 

Treasurer : 

George Bishop, Esq. F.R.S. 

> Secretaries: 

Augustus De Morgan, Esq. 

Captain R. H. Manners, R.N. 

Foreign Secretary : 

John Russell Hind, Esq. 

Council: 

J. C. Adams, Esq. M.A. F.R.S. 

Richard C. Carrington, Esq. 

Rev. Thos. Pelham Dale, M.A. 

Warren De La Rue, Esq. F.R.S. 

George Dollond, Esq. 

Rev. George Fisher, M.A. F.R.S. 

James Glaisiter, Esq. F.R.S. 

Robert Grant, Esq. 

William Rutherford, Esq. LL.D. 

Rev. Richard Sheepshanks, M.A. F.R.S. 
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